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the Holy Family School Inner City Youth Foundation has supported the operations of Holy

Family Catholic School (HFCS) so that it has the  resources necessary to provide an

exemplary education designed to meet the needs of its students and prepare them for high

school.

We are grateful for the generosity and support of our donors and look forward to the future

and all the opportunities it will bring for the students of Holy Family.
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A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

The Foundation's mission has always been to help ensure that the School had sufficient resources to provide
its students with an exemplary, faith-based education. The needs today are similar in many respects to what
they were 30+ years ago, and no less significant. The math is pretty simple: the costs to operate the School
far exceed what can be raised from tuition, the supporting parishes (3 parishes at first, now 5), and other
available sources. The new State-funded "education savings accounts" are a great help for the parents of Holy
Family students, because those accounts can be used to pay the School's tuition. But tuition alone doesn't
come close to covering the full cost of operating the School (you can see the expected sources of funding for
fiscal 2024/25 illustrated on page 5.) And besides the operating support, the Foundation is the primary
source for funding the capital expenditures required to maintain or improve the buildings and grounds and
enhance the School's educational programs. By necessity, and with the help of many generous donors over 30
years, the Foundation has become the School's backstop, its reserve fund, and its critical partner.
 
The Foundation Board believes firmly that the education the students receive at Holy Family, and the values
and faith they take with them when they graduate, make a huge difference for them, their families, and the
communities they will live in. Donations to the Foundation make that happen, and it is life-changing. That's
why we do this, and that's why your support is so important. 
 
This Annual Report lists those who made contributions to the Foundation during this past fiscal year, which
ended June 30, 2024. Whether you attended our annual golf outing or the Barn Bash, or contributed during
our Annual Appeal or Adopt-a-Student campaign, or simply mailed in a check, thank you one and all.
Whatever the amount, your contributions make a difference to the Holy Family students and the education
they receive.
 
On behalf of those students, and their families, thank you again for your continued support of Holy Family
Catholic School.
  

William J Noth
Board President

I hope this Annual Report conveys some of the spirit and excitement that one
can feel just walking down the hallways at Holy Family Catholic School these
days. It is quite the place. The School's rich diversity obviously distinguishes it
from most other Iowa elementary schools today. Over 95% of the Holy
Family students represent diverse racial and cultural backgrounds, with 15
languages spoken among them, and many students are first-generation
Americans. The School's educational program reflects that diversity and
includes 15 additional teaching days to help reduce learning loss and ease
language barriers. Paulette's letter (page 4) describes life in the building
better than I can, so I will leave that to her. But I will say this: the School
and its dedicated teachers and staff show us all what it means to be
"welcoming the stranger."
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A LETTER FROM OUR PRINCIPAL

This year, we are excited to introduce several new enhancements to our school environment.  Notably, we
have upgraded our playground and added a Greenhouse to complement our Farm to Table Curriculum. These
improvements not only enhance our students' learning experiences but also provide a safe and beautiful
space for them to play and grow. We extend our heartfelt thanks to all our donors whose generosity made
these upgrades possible.  At the heart of Holy Family Catholic School is our commitment to practicing our
faith. This year, we are focused on fostering a sense of family and community through meaningful
relationship-building. This approach is crucial in nurturing the holistic development of our students within the
framework of our Catholic faith. By emulating the Holy Family's example, we aim to strengthen our growth
and build relationships that support both personal and spiritual development.

We continue to be proud of our students' achievements, particularly as schools nationwide navigate the
challenges of learning loss. The Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress remains a valuable tool for
guiding our instructional decisions, ensuring that each student receives the targeted support they need to
thrive.  

I am continually inspired by the incredible support Holy Family receives from individuals and organizations
like yours. Your contributions are vital in helping us serve our students effectively and foster their growth in
faith.

Thank you for your unwavering dedication and generosity. Your time, talent, and treasure play a crucial role in
fulfilling our mission of providing a faith-filled, quality education. Holy Family is truly a special place, and it is
because of supporters like you that we can continue to make a profound impact on our community of
learners.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Paulette Neuhalfen-Theisen
Principal, Holy Family Catholic School

As we embark on the 2024-2025 school year, I am thrilled to share that we have
a dynamic and enthusiastic group of faculty, staff, and students here at Holy
Family Catholic School. The excitement of reuniting as a community has been
palpable, and our theme for this year, "Ohana"— Family and Community —
perfectly captures the spirit of togetherness we are embracing.  Our back-to-
school drop-off night and parent meeting night were both met with outstanding
attendance, reflecting the strong support and engagement from our community.
I am profoundly grateful for your encouragement and warm welcome as I
continue my journey as the principal here at Holy Family. As I begin my second
year, I am reminded of the incredible sense of belonging and purpose that
defines our school.
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EDUCATIONAL NUMBERS

KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 1

GRADES 2-5

MIDDLE SCHOOL

 T e s t  S o u r c e s ©   F A S T B r i d g e  A s s e s s e m e n t s   

MATH READING

EXPECTED SOURCES OF FUNDING-2024/2025

The financial support that the
Foundation provides is critical to the
operating budget and long-term 
sustainability of Holy Family Catholic
School.  

As the only year-round school in the
Diocese of Des Moines, Holy Family
maximizes student learning with 15
additional school days and breaks
throughout the year that are timed to
help reduce learning loss.

Did you know?
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16% Aggressive Growth in Early Math Skills

14% Aggressive Growth in Math Fluency

8% Aggressive Growth in Early Reading Skills

16% Aggressive Growth in Reading Fluency

78% On Track in Early Math Skills

28% Advanced Growth in Math Fluency

68% On Track in Early Reading Skills

25% Advanced Growth in Reading Fluency

Math 
Fluency (80%+)

20% 63% 20% 51%

Math 
Computation (80%+)

Reading 
Fluency (80%+)

Reading Comprehension
Speed (80%+)
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SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS

Participation in the band program at Holy Family
is open to all students in grades 5-8. Band is
recognized nationally as a worthwhile educational
activity because of its positive impact on the
development of reading, math, motor, physical,
social, communication, analytical, and critical
thinking skills. Students who play in band at Holy
Family can go on to play in concert bands and
marching bands at the high school and college
level. As students get older, band is an excellent
extra-curricular and social activity that can
continue throughout their lives.

On May 10th, 2024, the 8th Graders experienced
firsthand the importance of good manners! Each year, a
few classes are dedicated to covering the basics of dining
etiquette and what that entails.  Students learn about
table settings, decorum, proper attire, and other character
building attributes so that they feel confident in formal
settings.  As a reward for all their work, our classy group
dressed in their best and enjoyed a formal lunch at the
Des Moines Embassy Club.

This wonderful annual learning experience is made
possible because of your support and generous
contributions we receive at our annual Barn Bash
fundraising event.

At Holy Family, musical skills are nurtured and developed through a well-planned music curriculum designed
to teach each student to learn, understand and perform the basic elements of music: melody, pitch, harmony,
rhythm, form and note reading. This is accomplished through weekly music classes, starting at the Pre-K level.
In 4th Grade, every student receives their own recorder (flute) that they are allowed to keep. Playing recorder
is a good introduction to learning other instruments. Beginning in 5th Grade, students can receive weekly
band lessons at school. They perform individually, in an ensemble, in our band, and with students from other
Des Moines Catholic schools in combined concerts and activities.

Holy Family Band Program

8th Grade Manners Class

John Malette, HFCS Band Director and HFCS Band students
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Congratulations to Holy Family graduate, Anderson Vi, who was recently
presented with the Presidential Scholar's Award from Dowling Catholic High
School.  This award is based on a combination of test scores, grades, essays and
teacher recommendations.

Having attending Holy Family since Kindergarten, Anderson admits he will miss
the people and the daily routine, but he is looking forward to starting his journey
at Dowling Catholic High School this fall. Anderson's mother, Kim Vi, spoke about
how Holy Family has shaped her son. “Holy Family has offered my family
personalized attention that Anderson wouldn’t have received in public school.
The discipline and integration of religious education with academics, starting
from the pre-k program, have been pivotal. The school has been preparing
Anderson for high school since the sixth grade, and although his next step is
undecided, he is ready.”

Anderson stays busy with a variety of interests including a passion for math,
science, and music and can often be found playing piano and saxophone in his
free time. “It’s a soothing way to to distract myself” he says. Despite his focus
on academics and music, Anderson’s outstanding athletic skill led him to being
selected to join the Iowa Junior All-Stars baseball team for the Midwest regional
tournament in 2023.

When asked what motivates him to work so hard, he says, “I’ve seen the
dedication and hard work my parents consistently put into our family. They have
instilled in me the values of education, diligence and perseverance. Their love
and support mean a great deal to me”.  Although raised here in Iowa, Anderson’s
family roots reach back to Vietnam where some of his mother’s family still
resides.  “I would love the opportunity to visit Vietnam again” he says, “...the
people are incredibly hospitable, and the cuisine is amazing.  Vietnam is the
home of numerous natural wonders and diverse areas to discover and study.”

HFCS Student receives Presidential Scholarship
SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS
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For the time being, Anderson’s focus will be on the future. “I look forward to meeting new people and making
new friends. High school represents a new chapter in my life and promises to be one of the most memorable
experiences.” A chapter that will most certainly pave the way for even more future success. When asked what his
goals are after high school, Anderson shares “my goal is to attend the University of Iowa, which I believe is one
of the best places for my major and for studies in the medical field”, and we couldn’t agree more. 
 

Psalms: 119:105  
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The School celebrated the recent completion of the playground
upgrades and new greenhouse which culminated on August 13th with
an official ribbon cutting and blessing from the Most Reverend Bishop
Joensen.  The area adjacent to the school features a new play structure,
including a rubberized play surface and a gaga pit (enclosed area for
soccer and similar games).  “Not only is the area nicer to look at, it’s
safer for our kids” says Paulette Theisen, HFCS Principal.  “We are
grateful for the support we received that allowed us to complete this
project in time for the students to use it this year.” The new
greenhouse will be used to help introduce a ‘Farm to Table’ curriculum
for middle school students along with additional science based projects.

HFCS Alumni and ISU Rugby coach, Anthony Frein has been a dedicated force in helping to increase extra
curricular activities for Holy Family’s students.  Goals for this school year will include getting new uniforms for
volleyball, basketball and track as well as adding the option of City League Basketball for 3rd and 4th grades, so
that all students from grades 3-8 have the ability to play an organized sport through Holy Family.  Also added
this year will be City League Soccer for boys in 6/7th grade, thus adding a third sport for male students to mirror
the offering on the girls’ side.  “Adding other clubs that interest the students including tutoring, is something
we’re working towards”, said Frein.  “These programs work to foster deeper connections and pride within our
students and allows them build confidence in themselves” he added.  

To assist with costs related to these programs, a new “Bear Closet” online spirit wear store has been created and
is accessible through the school’s website at www.hfcsdsm.org.  Go Bears!!!

HFCS Playground Upgrades Completed

Athletics Program Updates

SCHOOL UPDATES

Go Bears!
Go Bears!
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Follow us on Facebook!
We would love to see more of you on our Facebook page!  You can find us by searching our username:
@HFCSfoundation.

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
Join us at our annual golf event!
Our golf event, held each spring, is a chance to enjoy a day on the course with friends.  All proceeds benefit our
students.  This year we had a wonderful day at The Legacy Golf Club.  Golfers enjoyed a day on the course
catching up with friends and playing a round!

Come to our next Barn Bash, November 9, 2024!
Every fall, we host Barn Bash, a great event.  At this dinner and auction, we raise funds for student field trips,
special events, school supplies and other school operating expenses.
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No matter how you choose to give, we appreciate your support of the Foundation and the students of Holy
Family Catholic School. Some ways to give include:
 
Online
You can make a one-time or recurring gift on our website, www.hfcsfoundation.org.
 
By Mail
Checks can be mailed to:
Holy Family School Inner City Youth Foundation (HFSICYF)
PO Box 8437
Des Moines, IA  50301
 
Matching Gifts-Contact the Human Resources office of your employer to find out if they will match your
donation.
 
Gifts of Stock-Donating shares of appreciated stock can provide tax benefits while avoiding capital gains.
 
Bequests/Beneficiary Designations-Designate the Foundation to receive a bequest under your will, or name
the Foundation as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy, financial account or retirement plan.
 
Donor Advised Funds-Recommend a grant to the Foundation from a donor-advised fund you have created.
 
Qualified Charitable Distributions-Those age 70-1/2 or older can transfer up to $100,000 (adjusted annually
by IRS) from your IRA accounts each year directly to the Foundation and other charities. The transfers count
towards any "required minimum distribution" and you do not recognize taxable income on the transfer.
 
Note: The above information is for educational purposes only. For legal or tax advice, please consult your
advisors.

WAYS TO GIVE

For general questions, please reach out to us at 

info@hfcsfoundation.org or 515-262-7466



Thanks to all who have generously contributed to the support of our school this past fiscal year.

$5,000 and Above

$1,000-$2,499

$250-$999

$2,500-$4,999

Carole Belisle
Lois Berens
Chrysalis Foundation
Community Foundation of Greater DSM
Don and Marilyn Duwelius
Dwight Gilbride
Dennis and Jackie Hogan
Marilou Krumm
Donald and Charlene Lamberti
Jeff and Mary Lamberti
Brad and Mary Manatt
William Noth
Timothy and Kelli Oswald
Mark and Mary Roth
Patrick and Michelle Rounds
Mary Scarpino
Luis and Isabel Valdes
Wagoner Roofing and Construction
Jeffrey Yurgae
Larry and Kathi Zimpleman

BSB Design
BWG Trust Account & Investments
Joseph Comito
Mike and Keenan Cunningham
Donnelly Charitable Fund
Chuck and Janet Haas
Julianna Kasper
Robert and Rita Murray
Robert and Janice Myers
R&R Realty Group
Dean and Annette Roth
Jerry Spaeth
Tasty Tacos, Inc.
Steve and Michele Whitty

Finley Law Firm
Scott Frost
James and Jan Gerlach
Mary Pat Goodwin
Jason & Miquel Hadsall
Chuck and Libby Hartlieb
Leon and Mary Jo Hofer
Don and Janet Holms
Hrabe Family Fund
Thomas and Rita Johnson
Thomas Johnson
Krause Gentle Foundation
Steve and Cathy Lacy
Kim Lancial
Terry and Joyce Lillis
Daisy Miller
Scott and Barb Nessa
Gary Nogel
Joel and Amy Pearson
Kim Pitts
Stephanie and Mike Pyle
Mary and Jeff Richards
Josh and Nicole Roth
Steven and Kate Sand
Kent and Lou Ann Sandburg
Tom and Kelly Schlotfeldt
Marcella Sheaff
Dane and Christina Shelton
Societa Vittoria Italiana
Troy and Tracy Strawhecker
Paulette Theisen
Vista Real Estate and Investment Corp.
Katie Walsh

Meredith Ashby
Marcia Baumhover
Vicki Berardi
Russell and Kathleen Bitterman
Jim and Lesa Blasco
Terry and Chris Branstad
Jan Briggs
James and Mary Ann Campney
Jack Clarey
Carol DeChant
Mike and Kris Dee
Kevin and Teresa Driscoll
Kevin and Suzanne Farley

Jill Dopheide
John and Carole Essy
Sr. Jude Fitzpatrick
Tom George
John and Lindsay Gilbert
Kathryn Griffin
Marissa and James Grimes
John Grochala
Fr. Kenneth Gross
Ronald and Angel Grubb
David Haas
Ron and Carole Hallenbeck
Robert Hallgren
Sara Harris
PMMIC Insurance
Patricia Jarnagin
Joseph Johnson
Daniel & Mary Kelly
Kelly Family Foundation
Michael Kennedy
Ed and Sue Kenny
Mark and Wendy Kriegshauser
Karon Lacey
Mike Leavengood
Mary Ann Leporte
Gary and Katherine Liess
James and Theresa Liewer
David and Jennifer Lorbiecki
Fr. John Ludwig
Stephen and Mary Mahoney
Sean and Julie McMurray
Alejandro Munoz
Ned and Berney Foundation
Christopher and Linda Nelson
Jim and Jeanne O'Halloran
Msgr. Stephen Orr
Mary Ortmann
Olivia and Andrew Patton
Marc Peterson
Fr. David Polich
Mary Beth Richards
Pat and Jennifer Richter
Robert and Jessica Rogers
Tricia and Bryan Rump
Brad Schoenfelder
Max and Molly Schott
Stacey Shafer
Michelle and Chad Sheridan
Kevin and Amie Shires

Frank Allen
Eileen Anthony
Assembled Products Inc
Antonio and Mayra Banuelos
David and Patti Bell
Catherine Berardi
Samuel Bernabe
Paul and Teri Bognanno
Victoria Campbell
Susan Carlson
Casey's General Stores
Charities Aid Foundation America
Bill and Kathy Cox
William Davis
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Lori Aldinger
Howard and Thelma Allison
Clifford and Jane Augspurger
Sharon Bandstra
Leslie Barrett
Glenn and Ann-Marie Baughman
Msgr. Lawrence Beeson
Fr. John Bertogli
Tom and Cindy Biegger
Colleen Breheny
Wendy Brendel
Christa Bright
Lou Ann Burkle
Dawn Buzynski
Patrick Clerkin
Carol Coppola Mogolov
Michael Couch
Steven and Mary Beth Craig
Carol Curnes
Terry Dallas
Sharon Dante
Jim and Helen DeBartolo
Donna DeBartolo
Catherine Derksen
Anne Dong
Paul and Stephanie Drey
Robert and Georgette Droessler
Matt and Kristin Dvorak
John and Judith Dwyer
Larry Dybvad
Lindsay Edwards
John Egan
Stephen and Kay Elliott
Rob Ferguson

Julie and Joseph Fingerhut
Karolina Flam
Bill and Cindy Fleischacker
Mary Fleming
Fr. Chris Fontanini
Joey and Gabby Frein
John and Jane Gaffney
Ann Gerdom
Bill and Marilyn Gorham
Dr. Robert Grask
Bruce and Jeanne Graves
Robert Grosing
Amy and Kevin Gyldenvand
Todd Hachmann
Richard Harmeyer
Charles and Elizabeth Hart
Norton and Kathy Hatlie
James and Sarah Hayes
George Heddinger
Jean Heger
Margaret Ann Heger
Dale Hellings
William and Cathleen Henrich
Msgr. Michael Hess
Thomas and Jennifer Hilton
James and Sheila Hourigan
Steve Hyland
Joseph Coco Revocable Trust
Tammy Kelleher-Randolph
Earl and Madeleine Kelly
Loral Kirke
Thomas Kouri
John and Faye Kunz
Robert Lippold
Jesse Lipson
Jo and Ted Lockwood
Janis and Rob Logan
Donald Logli
Mary Ann Ludwig
Sara Lukan
Denise Maifield
Rudolph and Ann Marcinko
Stephen and Sharon Marlow
John and Marie McCartan
Dan and Cindy McCleary
Mike and Marsha McCleary

Michelle McGovern
John and Grace McGuire
Mary McKinney
John and Karen Miksich
Max Miller
Barb and Joe Mullahey
Daniel and Marilyn Neville
Wayne and Mary Beth Newkirk
Karen Novak
Keith Oswald
Bruce and Linda Oxenford
Patti Pyle
Sharon and Kent Quinn
Mary Ralph
Mark Reed
Jim and Jill Rodriguez
James and Judith Ross
Michael and Linda Rutledge
James and Jenelle Sarcone
Patricia Sarcone
Fr. Nivin Scaria
Mary Scarpino
William and Cynthia Scarpino
Deborah Schrack
Marcia Sears
John and Annette Shaughnessy
Ann Shuman
Kelly Sinclair
Dave Small
Dina and Daniel Smidt
Chris Smith
Cindy Soliday
Roger and Frances Stefani
Rodney and Eileen Swoboda
Elaine Temple
Paul and Therese Thilges
Jon Thill
Mark and Karen Thomas
Tom's Auto Sales, Inc.
Stephen Toothman
Josefa Valdes
Tuan Vi
Leonard Vidmar
Nancy Walter
Dorothy Walter
Tammy Wentzel
James Wheeler
David and Ann Whitaker
L.J. and Catherine Witte
Robert and Dawn Young

Robert and Jean Shires
Timothy and JoLynn Sitzmann
Smith Promotional Advertising
Society of St. Vincent DePaul
Jim Streck
Arlene Sweeney
Geoffrey Thomas
Walsh Door & Security
Weber Family Fund
Charlotte Weisenhorn
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Up to $249

Your support makes all the difference!



PO BOX 8437
DES MOINES, IA  50301

515-262-7466
INFO@HFCSFOUNDATION.ORG


